Benton County Young Farmers Newsletter
Pushing Spring 2009-Have a Safe Planting Season!
FFA Auction: As one of our events this year, we decided a good way to promote agriculture would be to volunteer at the Benton Central FFA Auction. The auction is Saturday, March 28th. Anyone interested in helping should contact Carrie Buck or Sarah Clark. The proceeds from the auction benefit the county FFA scholarships and other programs.  
Summer Outing:  Save the date for the Young Farmer’s Summer outing June 6th & 7th. The trip includes visits to Heartland Growers, Beck’s Hybrids, Weaver Popcorn, and Kakasuleff Farms. The cost is $50 per adult and child 10 and under are free.
Have you seen the pig? We are once again collecting money for the Fowler Food Pantry. Last year we made a sizable contribution of $600 right during the Holiday Season.  Look for piggy banks around the county to make your donation. Donation can also be made at the Fowler office and checks made out to Benton County Farm Bureau. Why donate? Besides being a great cause, Benton County is competing in a state competition to see who collects the most to feed the hungry.
Young Farmers Contests:  Deadlines for the Achievement Award and Excellence in Ag are August 1st. The guidelines, applications, and prizes are outlined in the Young Farmers Section at www.infarmbureau.org. The Discussion meet applications are not until November with the State Convention in Fort Wayne the first part of December.
Marketing Teleconferences: There are monthly teleconferences hosted by ADM that might be of interest. The phone number is 1-800-486-6931 and the Conference ID number is 3144877. Future dates are 3/17, 4/14, 5/12, 6/16/ & 7/14 all at 8pm. Periodically a group has been getting together to listen at the Fowler office. Watch the Benton Review Events section and see when they meet. Refreshments provided!
Scholarships:  The Benton County Farm Bureau board awards a scholarship in memory of Edna Sewell to high school seniors. The application and can be found at www.bentoncountyfarmbureau.com and the deadline is April 1st.
Free Farm Bureau Memberships: This offer is still available. It is not necessary for you to be a Farm Bureau member to participate in Young Farmer’s activities. We encourage anyone interested to join since there are a variety of benefits & discounts available to members. Visit the Indiana Farm Bureau website below to see how to join, or contact any of the Benton County board members.
If you have any suggestions or future activities you are interested in, please contact Carrie Buck at 884-0956.  
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